
ELEMENTS OF THE FIVE LITERARY FORMS

Literary Analysis: Using Elements of Literature Allegory - narrative form in which the characters are representative of
some larger humanistic trait (i.e. greed .

Popular choices from his repertoire include Hamlet, Taming of the Shrew, and Romeo and Juliet , among
others. Rhythm is the juxtaposition of stressed and unstressed beats in a poem, and is often used to give the
reader a lens through which to move through the work. The ELLSA web-site uses one of these five key
elements as the focus of each of the five on-line lessons in the Classics of American Literature section. But it
is still possible to narrow down the vast amount of literature available into a few basic groups. Simile and
Metaphor: Both compare two distinct objects and draws similarity between them. Likewise, novels have
different chapters and scenes. What are Literary Devices Introduction Commonly, the term Literary Devices
refers to the typical structures used by writers in their works to convey his or her message s in a simple manner
to his or her readers. Greek philosophers like Aristotle used dialogue as the best way to instruct their students.
For example: The bread is soft as a stone. Jump to navigation Jump to search A literary element, or narrative
element, [1] or element of literature [2] is a constituent of all works of narrative fiction â€”a necessary feature
of verbal storytelling that can be found in any written or spoken narrative. So nice of you to break my new
PSP! Allegory: It is a literary technique in which an abstract idea is given a form of characters, actions or
events. Poems are written in various styles, such as free verse, ballad, sonnet, etc. The river was roaring in the
mountains. These points of view play an important role in the distinct structure of the story or a play. Prose is
the type of literature read most often taught in English classrooms. For example: The room was dark and
gloomy. The five genres of literature students should be familiar with are Poetry, Drama, Prose, Nonfiction,
and Mediaâ€”each of which is explained in more detail below. See meter and foot Setting - the place or
location of the action. Poems are heavy in imagery and metaphor and are often made up of fragments and
phrases rather than complete, grammatically correct sentences. Other Types of Literature These are far from
the only important genres of literature. Students respond best to dramas, and grasp their mechanics more fully
when exposed to film or theater versions or encouraged to read aloud or act out scenes during class. When
employed properly, the different literary devices help readers to appreciate, interpret and analyze a literary
work. Here are a few more that are sometimes used in classrooms: Oral Literature: The oldest type of
literature, and the foundation on which culture was built. For example: The flowers are dancing beside the
lake. Likewise, in a drama, theme represents the brief idea of the drama. Shakespeare used this element to
portray the thoughts, emotions, and feelings of the character. Non-Fiction Poetry and drama both belong to the
broader category of fiction â€”texts that feature events and characters that have been made up. Point of view
Point of view is another element of the narrative, through which a writer tells the story. Hyperbole: It is
deliberate exaggeration of actions and ideas for the sake of emphasis. Students are likely to be exposed to far
more of this type of literature than anything else throughout their lives, so it makes sense to teach them how to
be critical and active consumers of media. Motif A recurring image or idea. For the most part, they are popular
concepts that are not limited to any particular branch of literary criticism , although they are most closely
associated with the formalist method of professional literary criticism. It often can symbolize the emotional
state of characters. Onomatopoeia This is one important element of poetry, which refers to words that sound
like their meaning, for example, buzz, moo, and paw. A lot of people think of rhymes and counting syllables
and lines when they think of poetry, and some poems certainly follow strict forms. They often have a timeless
quality, dealing with common human concerns that are just as relevant to us today, while still being products
of a very specific culture and time period. Then there is non-fiction, a vast category that is a type of prose and
includes many different sub-genres. In contrast to Literary Elements, Literary Techniques are not unavoidable
aspect of literary works.


