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In the fall of , Nellie secured a teaching job in the larger community of Manitou. Formed in Cleveland, Ohio,
in , the WCTU advocated total abstinence based on the belief that alcohol was the cause of many of the social
and economic problems plaguing society. Legally, a woman's husband could sell the family property or will it
away without any provision for her care. They may know many other languages, but if they have not yet
mastered ours they are poor ignorant foreigners. However, by the s the Canadian west was finally beginning to
open up to settlement. On August 25, , they were married. From "The time will come, we hope," she wrote,
"when women will be economically free, and mentally and spiritually independent enough to refuse to have
their food paid for by men; when women will receive equal pay for equal work and have all avenues of
activity open to them; and will be free to choose their own mates, without shame or indelicacy She then
moved to Calgary , Alberta in , and dedicated herself to writing. For McClung, who had always wanted to be a
writer, this success brought not only fulfillment but recognition and popularity among Canadians, a factor
which was helpful in her later crusades for women's rights. Her opportunity to press for women's rights was
limited because women were not taken seriously. She was a part of the social and moral reform movements
prevalent in Western Canada in the early s. Nellie had heard many a horror story from rural women whose
husbands had drunk away all their money, or had beaten their wives, or had otherwise damaged their
marriages because of alcohol. Canadians, we're not getting into a discussion over the Senate now. Oxford
University Press,It was largely through her efforts that in Manitoba became the first province to give women
the right to vote and to run for public office. In the final scene, the "government" received a delegation of men
requesting the right to vote. Wes McClung; children: four sons and one daughter. The event was a resounding
success. Farming in Grey County was a hard life. McClung, who had been nominated as the group's speaker,
presented an eloquent and compelling argument for female suffrage. Although they glorified motherhood as
the natural state of women, they were progressive in that they also believed that women should be involved in
public life through the professions, politics, etc. Skirts would fly upward and legs would show! Randi Ruth.
By all accounts, she was a gifted and funny speaker, and spent much time travelling to different towns for
speaking engagements. Introduction Nellie L. Her promotion of the benefits of sterilization contributed to the
passage of eugenics legislation in Alberta. McClung subscribed wholeheartedly to these beliefs, which guided
her involvement in the temperance movement and in other causes throughout her life. A year later, the rest of
the family followed. McClung , wife of the local minister. Savage, Candace. She had enormous energy, and
was raised in a family where hard work was expected. We have no reason to be afraid of the foreign woman's
vote. An independently-minded member, she spoke out about her own party's measures or supported
government initiatives to improve the rights of women and children such as old age pensions, amendments to
the Dower Act, public health nursing services and better conditions in factories. Furthermore, there was no
evidence that female enfranchisement had led to the great social and moral reform that many had envisioned.
The five put forward a petition, in , to clarify the term "Persons" in Section 24 of the British North America
Act  The Canadian Japanese are not to blame for the treacherous attack on Pearl Harbour, nor for the other
misdeeds of their misled people. I was hoping there would be a race for girls under ten, or that girls might
enter with the boys. First, they went to the Manitoba legislature to request the vote be granted to women, fully
expecting the premier, Sir Rodmond Roblin, to reject the request. After five months of training, McClung
chose a career and moved to the small town of Hazel, Manitoba, to teach all eight grades in a small
schoolhouse.


