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A short summary of Kurt Vonnegut's Cat's Cradle. This free synopsis covers all the crucial plot points of Cat's Cradle.

After a brief and spiritless celebration to commemorate the travelers' arrival, Jonah journeys to his hotel. John
ultimately connects with Dr. The residents of the island all practice a peculiar form of religion called
Bokononism â€” characterized by cynical almost nihilistic observations about god and life in general as well
as a ritual in which people place the soles of their feet together in order to achieve inner harmony and
communion. He was once Earl McCabe's right-hand man and chosen successor. Although he makes little
headway on the book in Ilium, John does talk with Dr. John learns that each of the three Hoenikker offspring
owns a vial of Ice-nine, the doctor's final invention. Jonah is heartbroken to learn that Frank's engagement is to
Mona Monzano. It's so horrifying that you can hardly think about it at all. After that, things just proceed by
themselves; nothing works in San Lorenzo, so why would you be able to successfully guard a doomsday
device? Asa Breed? Shortly before he died, on Christmas Eve at Cape Cod, he showed the isotope to his
children. Lyman Enders Knowles is an elevator operator at the research institute where Felix Hoenikker
worked. When Papa learns that Jonah will be succeeding him, he makes Jonah promise that he will catch
Bokonon. As with any Vonnegut novel, social commentary, while steeped in irony, remains explicit. San
Lorenzo is a tiny, rocky island nation located in the Caribbean Sea , positioned in the relative vicinity of
Puerto Rico. For purposes of research, he wrote to Newt Hoenikker, the midget son of Felix Hoenikker, the
Nobel prize-winning physicist and one of the fathers of the atomic bomb. When Bokonon and his friend
McCabe first arrived on San Lorenzo, they wanted to make the island into a utopia. This section contains
words approx. To view it, click here. The island was completely worthless. But before all that, he's got a book
to research. All the water of the world became ice-nine within seconds. Martin hated Felix, despite the
prevailing notion that Felix was harmless and innocent. Vonnegut debunks everything that humans rely on to
give meaning to life, including religion, science, the truth, business, power, politics, social groups, families,
governments, nations, art and romance. Finally, he comments, in one of his better-known quotes: "Anyone
unable to understand how a useful religion can be founded on lies will not understand this book either". For
example, the narrator of the book is steered away from Nihilism when his Nihilist house sitter kills his cat and
leaves his apartment in disrepair. Terms introduced in the novel[ edit ] The religion of the people of San
Lorenzo, called Bokononism , encompasses concepts unique to the novel, with San Lorenzan names such as:
karass â€” A group of people linked in a cosmically significant manner, even when superficial linkages are not
evident. His peers called him "Secret Agent X He asked Newt to describe what he remembered from the day
the bomb devastated Hiroshima. How did Ice Nine come to be created?


