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In Homer's Odyssey, the hero is Odysseus, a man who left his home to fight the Trojan War and who comes back
twenty years later to find his household overrun by suitors courting his wife Penelope. However, this purification process
and Odysseus' chances of returning home are.

The first flaw which Odysseus displays is pride. Essay Topic: Literature , Hero Sorry, but copying text is
forbidden on this website! Odysseus tells his listeners of a tale of how the crew disobeyed his orders to not
drink after they ravaged the city of Ciccone. The Odyssey shows a few traits of Odysseus that shows off his
heroism or just causes problems for his journey back home However, For all of his great heroic feats, his
accomplishments on the battlefield and his cunning ways, and his willingness to put himself in arms way to
save his men, time and time again Odysseus showed us how earthly and human he was by the many
temptation to which he succumbed. First, they will have to play the part. One example is in book 9, his main
obstacle that he is trying to face is to escape from being held hostage in a cave by a Cyclops better known as
Polyphemus. One is not a hero if he is helping just so that he has bragging rights, but is helping because he or
she wants other people to be able to achieve their goal, end their painâ€¦. He warns his crew that the Ciccones
are bound to come back in numbers to seek revenge. Even though Odysseus fights bravely in the entire Trojan
War, he experiences long years of turmoil before finally uniting with his family, Penelope and Telemachus.
Unfortunately, Odysseus as well as his crew members had some flaws that are common to all humans.
Odysseus has flaws and negative character traits like the rest of us, proving that no one in the crib of humanity
is perfect. Mission accomplished, and they journeyed on, with the help of Circe even. This enrages the
Cyclops and he flings boulders into the sea, almost sinking the ship. Odysseus especially uses his craftiness to
work his way out of difficult situations, such as with the Cyclops. The epic hero then blinds the giant and
hides under the belly of rams to flee from the cave as soon as Dawn appears. The episode of the Sirens, Book
12 , is one example. These actions of Odysseus represent his intelligence and his abilities to defeat even the
threatening monsters. How to cite this page Choose cite format:. The characters in myths play a key role in
depicting the values and beliefs of people from that time. Aeolus had given the sack to Odysseus with strict
instructions not to open it. The only reason Odysseus ties himself up to the mast, when instead he could have
simply plugged his ears with wax like the rest of his crew, is that he chooses the jeopardous choice, wanting to
"go down in the books" by being the first man to ever listen to the Sirens song and live Despite these
attributes, he has a tragic flaw that brings demise and destruction over his journey and his men. In conclusion,
Odysseus possesses many qualities superior to those of most men, yet he remains recognizably human through
his flaws and weaknesses, making him an epic hero. Their delay was caused because of their inability to
follow direct orders and resist the temptation of disobedience. However, curiosity overcame the crew, thinking
that Odysseus was hauling gold and silver back home to Ithaca, they opened the sack when they were miles
away from their homeland, causing the winds to release from the sac and blow the boat far away from Ithaca
and off course. Odysseus was previously warned about the dangerously alluring song of the Seirenes and the
disaster it causes, yet he was very tempted to know of its sound. With all these great characteristics he
possessed, one might question did this majestic man have any blemishes throughout the story at all. We
laughed at their mistakes, cried at their downfalls, and enjoyed their triumphs. At times, they seem loyal,
whereas other scenes reveal them as disloyal. Also, in exchange for him agreeing to sleep with her, she had to
agree to undo the spell from his men. After outwitting the Cyclops and blinding him, Odysseus, feeling
boastful about his narrowly escaped victory, unintelligently boasts about his daring act. Even with a tragic
flaw, he manages to overcome his challenges and tribulations with strength and wisdom to be called indeed,
the greatest hero of all times. For them the journey home had many twists and turns that caused them to be
away from home for more than 10 years after the war. Odysseus can but regret and lament at their fate,
knowing he is the indirect cause of their death, since the rest of the crew would never have followed
Eurymachus, another crew member, in his folly had he been present. When engaged in a firefight against the
opposing enemy, the hero continues to flaunt his fighting spirit and never backs down. Another flaw of
Odysseus is curiosity. Odysseus â€¦show more contentâ€¦ Here he was willing to walk straight into danger and
willing to sacrifice himself for his crew. Furthermore, after he is greatly wounded, he comes up with an
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ingenious plan in the face of imminent danger to defeat the enemy. He shows this weakness is when he and his
crew are sailing in the sea of the Sirens and, after sticking wax up the ears of all the crew members so they
couldn't listen, Odysseus insists upon being attached firmly to the mast just so he could hear the enchanting
songs of Although Odysseus has his share of responsibility in the repeated delays of his return to Ithaca, the
crew is equally, if not more, accountable and guilty of their leader's delay. Yes he had to give in to her desires
and bed Circe, but this was all within the grand scheme of things, to show her that she could not do to him
what she had done to his men, again with some help from the gods.


