
THE HISTORICAL ROOTS OF THE ANCIENT ETHNIC CONFLICT IN THE

BALKANS

"ancient hatreds" between the Yugoslav nations, the theory about the political elites, that they, consequently, describe
the conflicts and wars as ethnic conflicts. . 3 Tim Judah, The Serbs: History, Myth, and the Destruction of Yugoslavia.

The magnitude of influence and contribution the Byzantine Empire made to Europe and Christendom has only
begun to be recognised recently. In the meantime, the Ostrogoths freed themselves from Hunnish domination
in AD and became foedorati as well. They ruled over the Western Slavs that had already inhabited the region.
The Visigoths subsequently sacked Rome in , and in an attempt to deal with them, they were granted lands in
France. From their base, the Huns subdued many people and carved out a sphere of terror extending from
Germany and the Baltic to the Black Sea. Finally, a period of political and economic crisis, like that
experienced by Yugoslavia in the s, could gradually raise the heat level to the point that a conflagration
becomes likely. It began on 26 October , the feast day of St. She also sent ships to help defend Constantinople
against the besieging Turks  The Venetian island of Corfu was the only area of Greece never occupied by the
Turks. The name Yugoslavia was adopted in  From northern East Germany, via Scythia , they pushed
southwards into the Roman Balkans following the threat of the Huns. The Lombards entered Pannonia in s,
defeated the Gepids and absorbed them. From the 14th century, Venice controlled most of the maritime
commerce of the Balkans with important colonial possessions on the Adriatic and Aegean coasts. The two
remaining republics, Bosnia-Herzegovina and Macedonia, voted in favor of independence. They sided with 3
rebel Khazar tribes against the ruling factions. In these elections, on held 3 October , Bosniak, Croat, and Serb
nationalist parties thoroughly dominated their non-nationalist rivals. My research on the conflicts in the former
Soviet Union and former Yugoslavia points to three main factors that contribute to the outbreak of violent
separatism. This mobilization of groups along lines of identity and escalation of conflict among them is the
second factor necessary for the outbreak of a violent separatist movement. The conclusion was reached in ,
when the city was successfully besieged by Mehmet II, bringing the Second Rome to an end. This largely held
opinion comes from the current Bosnian constitutional structure, still largely unchanged since ,
institutionalizes identity divisions at multiple levels in the government and society of Bosnia-Herzegovina.
They then migrated further west around AD, settling in the Don-Dnieper area. In , the Serbian minority in
Bosnia, helped by the federal army, attempted to carve out enclaves for itself, laying siege to Sarajevo. The
spark could come from a number of sources: contested elections, ethnic or religiously motivated violence, or
an economic crisis are but three of several imaginable possibilities. In literature, these Romance-speakers are
known as " Vlachs ". It would take only a spark, he thinks, to ignite it.


