
MONGOLS AND RELIGION

The Mongols were highly tolerant of most religions during the early Mongol Empire, and typically sponsored several at
the same time. At the time of Genghis .

These spirits of the sky, land, water, plants, rocks, ancestors and animals are honored. Tengerism has three
main tenets: to take care of and honor the spirits, to have personal responsibility and to keep harmony among
all elements of the environment, the community, and oneself. The Yuan dynasty, unlike the western khanates,
never converted to Islam. The Great Khans and minor khans all kept this policy, even if they themselves
converted to one religion or another. Genghis continued to use religious persecution to his benefit. This earned
Genghis Khan the title as "defender of religions" and it was even said he was "one of the mercies of the Lord
and one of the bounties of his divine grace. The Mongols had a benevolent attitude toward foreign religions, or
at least a policy of benign neglect. The most important of these monks was the Tibetan 'Phags-pa Lama. Even
Nestorian Christianity was promoted by the Mongols, partly because Khubilai Khan's own mother was an
adherent of that faith. Ghazan continued his non-Muslim forefathers' approach toward religious tolerance.
Their belief in Shamanism notwithstanding, the Mongols determined early on that aggressive imposition of
their native religion on their subjects would be counter-productive. Jews were also affected, and forbidden by
the Mongols to eat Kosher. This workshop brings together specialists on different parts of the empire and on
different religions in an attempt to create platform to advance in our understanding of religion in 13th and 14th
century Eurasia. The term also serves to distinguish it from a form of shamanism not influenced by Buddhism
according to its adherents , called black shamanism. In the Mongolian folk religion, Genghis Khan is
considered one of the embodiments, if not the main embodiment, of the Tenger. While on the run these men
swore allegiance to one another and remarkably these men included Buddhists, Christians, Muslims, and
animists who worshiped the Eternal Blue Sky and the God Mountain of Burkhan Khaldun. Islam Islam was
well supported, since Mongol rulers used Islam to strengthen their rule over the Muslim populace. Yellow
shamanism is the term used to designate the particular version of Mongolian shamanism which adopts the
expressive style of Buddhism. This policy resulted in an astonishing increase in the number of Buddhist
monasteries in China, as well as in the translation of Buddhist texts. Main article: Mongolian shamanism
Mongolian Shamanism, more broadly called the Mongolian folk religion, or occasionally Tengerism, refers to
the animistic and shamanic ethnic religion that has been practiced in Mongolia and its surrounding areas
including Buryatia and Inner Mongolia at least since the age of recorded history. Tokhta, Oljeitu and Ozbeg
had Greek Khatun as well. Rather than antagonize conquered peoples by suppressing their religion, the
Mongols exempted religious leaders from taxation and allowed free practice of religion whether it be
Buddhism, Nestorian Christianity, Manichaeism, Daoism or Islam. At the same time, however, Islam began to
take firm root amongst the Mongols, as those who embraced Christianity such as Tekuder , became Muslim.
Still, the mainlands of the Mongols remained staunchly Buddhist and Shamans. Soon enough, Islam became
largely accepted. Francesca Fiaschetti University of Vienna : francesca. The 13th century saw attempts at a
Franco-Mongol alliance with the exchange of ambassadors and even military collaboration with European
Christians in the Holy Land. When Ghazan learned that some Buddhist monks feigned conversion to Islam
due to the earlier destruction of some of their temples, he granted permission to all who wished to return to
Tibet where they could freely follow their faith and be among other Buddhists. Yet you do not eat our food or
drink.


