
DISSERTATIONS USING QUALITATIVE RESEARCH

submit a copy with your final dissertation to be bound as page number two. For this qualitative study, open-ended
questions were sent to the.

Nonetheless, you may still find our introductions to qualitative dissertations and mixed methods dissertations
useful, if only to decide whether these types of dissertation are for you. They assess the quality of their
findings in terms of their dependability, confirmability, conformability and transferability. Be sure, though, to
allow yourself enough time to make sense of the rich data qualitative research generates. Mixed methods
dissertations Mixed methods dissertations combine qualitative and quantitative approaches to research. They
present and discuss their findings through personal accounts, case studies, narratives, and other means that
identify themes or abstracts, processes, observations and contradictions, which help to address their research
questions. They use theory in a variety of ways - sometimes drawing on theory to help the research process; on
other occasions, using theory to develop new theoretical insights; sometimes both - but the goal is infrequently
to test a particular theory from the outset. There are a number of reasons why mixed methods dissertations are
used, including the feeling that a research question can be better addressed by: Collecting qualitative and
quantitative data, and then analysing or interpreting that data, whether separately or by mixing it. Everything
will fall into place by the end. Be open to considering there are alternative ways to generate and understand
knowledge. This is not the case! Therefore, when taking on a mixed methods dissertation, you need to think
particularly carefully about the goals of your research, and whether the qualitative or quantitative components
a are more important in philosophical, theoretical and practical terms, and b should be combined or kept
separate. They try to use probability sampling techniques, with the goal of making generalisations from the
sample being studied to a wider population, although often end up applying non-probability sampling
techniques. Nonetheless, if you would like to see a dedicated section to mixed methods dissertations sooner
than later, please leave feedback. After reading about these three types of dissertation, we highlight some of
the academic, personal and practical reasons why you may choose to take on one type over another. They
draw on one of four broad quantitative research designs i. They study people in-the-field i. There will be a
stage during analysis and write up when it seems undoable. This will not only add to the transparency of your
work but will also help you interpret your findings. For example, Veronika suggests illustrating how you
moved from your coding framework to your themes. Be realistic about what you can achieve given the time
constraints of an MSc. We discuss quantitative dissertations , qualitative dissertations and mixed methods
dissertations in turn: Quantitative dissertations When we use the word quantitative to describe quantitative
dissertations, we do not simply mean that the dissertation will draw on quantitative research methods or
statistical analysis techniques. However, irrespective of the route that you choose to follow, there are a number
of broad characteristics to qualitative dissertations: They follow an emergent design, meaning that the research
process, and sometimes even the qualitative research questions that you tackle, often evolve during the
dissertation process. Overall, qualitative dissertations will be very different in approach, depending on the
particular route that you adopt e. Students should reflect on how their background and personal views shape
the way they collect and analyse their data. You need to move beyond the descriptive codes to conceptual
themes and theoretical thinking in order to produce a high-quality thesis. They are mainly underpinned by
positivist or post-positivist research paradigms. Unlike quantitative researchers who begin analysis with a
clear plan, qualitative research is more of a journey. Conducting more than one research phase; perhaps
conducting qualitative research to explore an issue and uncover major themes, before using quantitative
research to measure the relationships between the themes. Qualitative, quantitative and mixed methods
dissertations What are they and which one should I choose? In many respects, they are opposing approaches to
research. They can be underpinned by one of a number of research paradigms e. In the sections that follow, we
briefly describe the main characteristics of qualitative, quantitative and mixed methods dissertations. This
enriches their understanding and allows emerging theories to be explored. Veronika Williams, an experienced
qualitative researcher, and tutor on the EBHC programme, to find out her top tips for producing a high-quality
qualitative EBHC thesis. Display additional data in the appendix.


