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Please see the list of recommended repositories in our editorial policies. Any restrictions to use by
non-academics: e. For more information on individual figure file formats, see our detailed instructions. As
CADIMA combines many different stages of the review process in a single piece of software, it also has the
advantage of enhancing transparency and replicability. Encouragingly, 16 software packages are freely
available for non-commercial uses, and six are also open source. Several other packages which came up in our
search have been discontinued, suggesting security of funding, ongoing maintenance and continual
improvement are essential considerations for the developers of these types of software packages to prevent
them quickly becoming obsolete. JPEG files should be saved at maximum quality. CADIMA allows users to
conduct either on- or off-line extraction of data and meta-data, 5 by either directly entering information into
CADIMA or by providing a download of the data extraction sheet as a spreadsheet file that can be uploaded
once extraction is complete. TIFF files should be saved with LZW compression, which is lossless decreases
file size without decreasing quality in order to minimize upload time. Only the nominated members of the
respective review team and the review coordinator can access the new evidence synthesis. CADIMA allows
users to undertake critical appraisal online, while the extracted data relevant to the critical appraisal are shown
together with the appraisal criteria. As a general observation, many developers appear to have developed these
tools without an awareness of the full range of similar tools available a point also noted in a recent systematic
review [ 27 ]. The overall format implemented in CADIMA resembles the draft of a protocol and has two
major benefits: 1 it prevents important information from being unintentionally omitted; and 2 it facilitates
peer-review of the protocol by ensuring that relevant information is included in the most appropriate section.
To date these approaches have been incorporated into these tools in various ways, for example by assisting
with article screening e. Most of the software packages differ in the types of input files they accept, and many
only accept one type of input file e. CADIMA also offers greater security than traditional approaches to
review management, such as Microsoft Excel, when it comes to sorting records and tracing included articles
between different stages of the screening and data extraction process. This limits the degree to which many of
the software packages can be used between disciplines. Review protocol At this stage, review authors are
requested to detail information regarding the planned methods for the review, ensuring scientific rigour,
transparency and repeatability. This begins with the development of the review protocol including the
development of the review question , followed by the conduct of the literature search, study selection, data
extraction, critical appraisal, data synthesis and the presentation of results. Please use the standard file
extensions. The maximum file size for additional files is 20 MB each, and files will be virus-scanned on
submission. The structure and layout of CADIMA encourages users to document their methodology and
screening criteria clearly, and also provides a location for record and methods to be hosted online, so that
subsequent revisions can be undertaken easily. The data extraction sheet will automatically be generated by
CADIMA and the reviewer can mark those data that are needed to inform critical appraisal. Obtaining
permission to quote personal communications and unpublished data from the cited colleagues is the
responsibility of the author. Data and materials For all journals, BioMed Central strongly encourages all
datasets on which the conclusions of the manuscript rely to be either deposited in publicly available
repositories where available and appropriate or presented in the main paper or additional supporting files, in
machine-readable format such as spread sheets rather than PDFs whenever possible. During critical appraisal,
the appraisal criteria are used to assess the validity of included studies. Furthermore, CADIMA combines the
respective text and generates one single document, which can then be formatted by the review team and
submitted for peer-review. Tables should be numbered and cited in the text in sequence using Arabic numerals
i. The input to CADIMA is provided by uploading remotely prepared blocks of text that correspond to key
sections of a protocol. My bioinformatics project Project home page: e. Any in press articles cited within the
references and necessary for the reviewers' assessment of the manuscript should be made available if
requested by the editorial office. Following this, search results can be combined, duplicates removed and
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records screened see below. Preparing figures Back to top When preparing figures, please follow the
formatting instructions below. Table titles max 15 words should be included above the table, and legends max
words should be included underneath the table. Accessed 20 May 


