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O'Neill in the mids. With the stipend, he and his wife Carlotta were able to build the home he came to call his
"final harbour," Tao House. Eugene was sent off to a Catholic boarding school at the age of seven. He was
challenged by Greek and Elizabethan tragedy and by what he termed the "the first theatre that sprang, by
virtue of man's imaginative interpretation of life, out of his worship to Dionysus. He tried to escape by
drinking and, for a time, he lived in a flophouse on the Manhattan waterfront. Two years later, his eldest son,
Eugene, committed suicide. A Moon for the Misbegotten is an oblique follow-up, less a sequel than a
postscript; it is 11 years later and Jamie Tyrone is about to finish drinking himself to death. Throughout this
period, unsurprisingly, O'Neill himself was drinking heavily: he would struggle with depression and illness for
the rest of his life; when he won the Nobel prize it had to be brought to him in a hospital bed. He also briefly
attended Betts Academy in Stamford. One of those big-chested, chiseled-mug, romantic old boys Modernists
like Brecht and Artaud in the theatre; Joyce, Woolf, and Eliot in fiction and poetry; Stravinsky and
Schoenberg in music; and Picasso and Kandinsky in painting were breaking with ancient assumptions and
conventions. Many saw in this early work a first step toward a more serious American theater. Why must we
be apart when we are together? He was given this honor "for the power, honesty and deep-felt emotions of his
dramatic works, which embody an original concept of tragedy," according to the Nobel Prize website. Writing
was everything. He then went to Betts Academy, a prep school in Stamford, Connecticut. Some biographers
have asserted that he was an alcoholic by 15; before he was 20, he'd secretly married a girl who was pregnant
with his child. But around this time, a new generation of critics began to scrutinize his work much more
harshly. With the help of a Brooklyn convent, Ella finally conquered her addiction in  Produced
posthumously, these were to be his two greatest achievements. He took it very seriously indeed; one cannot
accuse O'Neill of frivolity. He worked during a time of radical change and cross-fertilization in the arts,
sciences, and social thought. Despite this, he had a deep love for the sea and it became a prominent theme in
many of his plays, several of which are set on board ships like those on which he worked. Not long after,
O'Neill was diagnosed with tuberculosis and sent to a sanatorium; the experience cemented his decision to
dedicate himself to playwriting. In , when he was 24, he fell ill with tuberculosis. His work continues to move
and fascinate audiences today. For the last play, he received his fourth Pulitzer Prize, awarded posthumously
following the New York premiere in  Once he attempted suicide. For all O'Neill's disdain for his father's
theatre, the "tricks" he had absorbed in his youth continued to emerge in his mastery of staging and his
adaptability to the practical demands of the theatre. The Greeks and the Elizabethans knew better. It was a
tradition he knew well: the young Eugene spent his early years backstage with his mother and older brother
Jamie, as they accompanied James around North America. He died in a Boston hotel room nine years later. In
less than a month, however, James O'Neill was hospitalised with cancer and died, painfully, a few months
after that. At the time he was only the second American to be so honored Sinclair Lewis had won the award in 
In a famous interview, O'Neill criticised his complacent nation: "I'm going on the theory that the United
States, instead of being the most successful country in the world, is the greatest failure â€¦ it was given
everything, more than any other country. Oona ultimately inherited Spithead and the connected estate
subsequently known as the Chaplin Estate. The couple had three children, all boys. Five years later, he became
the first American playwright to receive the Nobel Prize for Literature. Including those that remained
incomplete or had been destroyed, he had written nearly 60 plays. He left after one year and did not complete
the course.


