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Rather than your face as a young woman, I prefer your face as it is now. Many years later, the Chinaman
comes to Paris with his wife. She arranges a dinner in town for her family to meet her lover. The film opens in
the present day circa with Jeanne Moreau's voice-over as the elderly Duras reading the opening paragraphs of
the novel. I read it as a memoir of Marguerite Duras. The narrator's mother, Marie Legrand, spends the next
approximate decade working as a French-language school director and slowly dissipating the family's
once-substantial wealth. The one area in which The Lover unequivocally shines is the relationship between
Duras and her lover. This is all right with her, she answers, since he is Chinese and, "[ I must have missed the
sparkle the critics saw. This engaging summary presents an analysis of The Lover by Marguerite Duras, an
autobiographical novel which tells the story of a teenage girl who embarks on a forbidden relationship with a
wealthy Chinese man twelve years her senior. The affair scandalizes society but is pursued with reckless
abandon for about eighteen months. Besides, following their first sexual encounter, he says that since she is no
longer a virgin, he can no longer accept her as his wife. She attracts the attention of a year-old son of a
Chinese business magnate, a young man of wealth and heir to a fortune. Is he her son or truly her younger
brother? Published versions[ edit ] There are two published versions of The Lover: one written in the form of
an autobiography, without any superimposed temporal structures, as the young girl narrates in first-person; the
other, called The North China Lover and released in conjunction with the film version of the work, is in film
script form, in the third person, with written dialogue and without internal monologue. Later that week he
picks her up from school to show her where he lives, and from there a sexual relationship ensues. For her
lover, there is no question of the depth and sincerity of his love, but it isn't until much later that the girl
acknowledges to herself her true feelings. It is there that the pair have their first sexual encounter. Her father
was a colonial officer and her family, consisting of parents, two older brothers, and herself, lived in Sadec,
approximately miles from Saigon, across the Mekong River. And she knows that men look at her and desire
her. Plot summary[ edit ] Set against the backdrop of French Indochina , The Lover reveals the intimacies and
intricacies of a clandestine romance between a pubescent girl from a financially strapped French family and an
older, wealthy Chinese -Vietnamese man. I tried appreciating The Lover as a prose poem. Jul 14, Jane Hoppe
rated it did not like it The Lover: A Novel, considered to be autobiographical, was presented to me as a
memoir. Thus, she becomes his lover, until he bows to the disapproval of his father and breaks off the affair.
The young man, impeccably dressed in a white cotton suit, emerges from his limousine and approaches the
girl. The story illuminates one and one-half years in the life of the adolescent Duras Jane March , as they are
recalled by the seventy-year-old writer. The narrator's unnamed oldest brother dominates the other children
through violence and cruelty, supported entirely by the doting mother. The lover lives in fear that the
relationshipâ€”actually illegal because of the narrator's ageâ€”will be discovered. The narrator's family
recognizes the relationship for what it is but mutely accepts it because the rich man provides money and a
strained type of social access, which they once knew. She often moved away from the structure and style of
traditional fiction in favour of a more abstract approach, making her one of the most influential and innovative
authors of the 20th century. From her disjointed vignettes, I never figured out any of these things.


