
THE STORY OF AGAMEMNON IN AESCHYLUSS AGAMEMNON

In Greek mythology, Agamemnon was a king of Mycenae, the son of King . Agamemnon have formed the subject of
numerous tragedies, ancient and modern, the most famous being the Oresteia of Aeschylus.

That is, the actor prays for his character's death. But as he willed 'tis ordered all, And woes, by heaven
ordained, must fall- Unsoothed by tears or spilth of wine Poured forth too late, the wrath divine Glares
vengeance on the flameless shrine. As commander-in-chief, he summoned the princes to the council and led
the army in battle. If the drama as a whole involves only two such performers, as had been the custom for
many years in Greek theatre, then a mute actor must be portraying Cassandra. After the Chorus of old men,
much of the main action of the play revolves around the antagonism and debate between Clytemnestra and
Agamemnon. In visions of the night, like dropping rain, Descend the many memories of pain Before the
spirit's sight: through tears and dole Comes wisdom o'er the unwilling soul- A boon, I wot, of all Divinity,
That holds its sacred throne in strength, above the sky! As an ill coin beneath the wearing touch Betrays by
stain and smutch Its metal false-such is the sinful wight. When Atreus was angry at his brother Thyestes for
sleeping with his wife, he butchered Thyestes's children and fed them to him. But at Fate's judgment-seat the
robber stands Condemned of rapine, and his prey is torn Forth from his hands, and by his deed is reaped A
bloody harvest of his home and land Gone down to death, and for his guilt and lust His father's race pays
double in the dust. The tension between tyranny and democracy, a common theme in Greek drama, is palpable
throughout the three plays. She tells the Chorus that they will see their king dead, says that she will die as
well, and then predicts that an avenger will come. Orpheus is the great poet of myth whose singing was so
beautiful it moved stones and trees to follow him as he wept for the death of his beautiful wife Eurydice. A
beacon-light is seen reddening the distant sky. At the same time, she says that she is not responsible for the
killing because she was just carrying out the curse that had been placed on the family by Thyestes, a
generation ago. When Clytemnestra finally convinces Agamemnon to enter their home, she kills him with an
axe while he is undefended in his bath, like an animal killed for sacrifice. Once Cassandra finally entered,
Clytemnestra has wasted no time killing her husband and his pathetic spear-prize. That's the reason she's been
silent for so long. It's that sad and lonely creature Aeschylus focuses on now, the tragic prophetess who knows
the future but can't convince anyone to believe her see Chapter 4. At Clytemnestra begins her famous Beacon
Speech, in which she recounts how the relay of torches, bearing the message that the Greeks had conquered
Troy, crossed the Aegean Sea and reached Argos. According to the accounts given by Pindar and the
tragedians, Agamemnon was slain in a bath by his wife alone, a blanket of cloth or a net having first been
thrown over him to prevent resistance. Finally, envisioning the situation with vivid frankness, Aeschylus has
Clytemnestra who speaks only Greek try to get Cassandra who presumably speaks only Trojanâ€”as of this
moment the girl's been in Greece for only about an hourâ€”to come inside the palace. Even so, the Herald
doesn't acknowledge her when he enters, which is peculiar of a vassal confronting his queen for the first time
in a decade. In works of art, there is considerable resemblance between the representations of Zeus , king of
the gods, and Agamemnon, king of men. Other stories[ edit ] Athenaeus tells a tale of how Agamemnon
mourned the loss of his friend or lover Argynnus , when he drowned in the Cephisus river. The chorus' feeble
response to this crisis is natural, coming as it does from old, ineffectual men. But what happened to his
death-cries? Clytemnestra needs to know if Agamemnon is as wrapped up in his own triumph and glory as she
suspects he is. It's interesting to note how Aeschylus endows even such a lowly figure with lofty expression.
Night and great horror of the rising wave Came o'er us, and the blasts that blow from Thrace Clashed ship
with ship, and some with plunging prow Thro' scudding drifts of spray and raving storm Vanished, as strays
by some ill shepherd driven. Clytemnestra's atypical behavior makes it difficult to track her movements in this
play. As they do, their language modulates from a calm dialogue meter iambs to her frenzied dochmiacs.
Agamemnon enters, riding in his chariot with Cassandra, a Trojan Princess whom he has taken as his slave
and concubine.


