
A SHORT HISTORY OF THE AVIGNON PAPACY THE BABYLONIAN

CAPTIVITY

The Avignon Papacy was the period from to during which seven successive popes Avignon and the small enclave to the
east (Comtat Venaissin) remained part of the .. The period has been called the "Babylonian captivity" of the popes. The
Oxford History of Medieval Europe, Oxford University Press, 

The next six popes who succeeded him, all French, kept the papal enclave in Avignon. Louis followed the
example of Philippe IV, and summoned the nobles of Germany to back his position. For permissions, view our
Copyright Policy. The establishment of the church councils, with the power to decide over the position of
Pope, was one of the main outcomes of the schism. However, the focus on administrative and juristic issues
characterized the entire Avignon Papacy and consequently it lost much respect among lower nobility and
common people, who were more sympathetic to religious orders vowed to poverty rather than to a church
hierarchy where cardinals often lived lives of Princes. Not long after returning to Rome, Gregory XI died.
While pardoners were hated but needed to redeem one's soul, the friars who failed to follow the Church's
moral commandments by failing their vows of chastity and poverty were despised. Under pain of
excommunication , no one was allowed to speak at that occasion, except when asked by the Pope. Learn More
in these related Britannica articles:. However, he was not a strategist and made substantial concessions to the
French crown especially in finances, a crucial issue during the war with England. Petrarch , in a [4] written
during his stay at Avignon, described Avignon of that time as the "Babylon of the west," referring to the
worldly practices of the church hierarchy. By the time of the Avignon Papacy, the power of the French King in
this region was uncontested, although still not legally binding. So, for a time, there were three claimants to the
papacy: one in Rome, one in Avignon, and one in Pisa. Phillipe exerted strong influence on the cardinals of
the collegium, and compliance with his demand could mean a severe blow to the church's authority. These
decisions were accepted by the vast majority of Christendom, and so the Western Schism was ended, although
there were various men claiming to be the pope in France until  In the cathedral of St-Maurice in Vienne, the
King of France, and his son the King of Navarre, were sitting next to him, when he issued the decree. Southern
France at that time had a culture quite independent from Northern France, where most of the advisers to the
King of France were based. Southern France at that time had a quite independent culture from Northern
France, where most of the advisers to the King of France came from. He was born in Gascony, in southern
France, but not directly connected to the French court. This clearly showed the partisanship of the papacy;
correspondingly, the respect for the church dropped. As noted, the "captivity" of the popes at Avignon lasted
about the same amount of time as the exile of the Jews in Babylon, making the analogy convenient and
rhetorically potent. The basis for exerting such pressure can be found in the changed balance of power in the
fourteenth century. The literature produced by the troubadours in the Languedoc is unique and strongly
distinct from that of Royal circles in the north. He convinced Pope Gregory to hire Breton mercenaries. His
interest in pacifying southern France was also motivation for mediating between the king of France and the
King of England, before the outbreak of the Hundred Years' War. In what became known as the Western
Schism, some clergy supported the Avignon popes, and others supported the Roman popes. This move failed,
with the result that there were now three competing popes. Double appointees were obliged to duke out the
details in monasteries, religious houses, even parishes. Nogaret coordinated with the cardinals of the Colonna
family, long standing rivals against whom the pope had even preached a crusade earlier in his Papacy.


