
A DESCRIPTION OF THE CONFLICT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND

THE SOVIET UNION

Relations between the Soviet Union and the United States were driven by a complex Although World War II brought the
two countries into alliance, based on the shortly thereafter began using the term Communist to describe themselves.

In the late s, both the United States and the Soviet Union were developing intercontinental ballistic missiles. In
, he and Soviet premier Leonid Brezhnev signed the Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty SALT I , which
prohibited the manufacture of nuclear missiles by both sides and took a step toward reducing the decades-old
threat of nuclear war. Army under the direction of rocket scientist Wernher von Braun, and what came to be
known as the Space Race was underway. The tensions that developed were primarily over military, political,
cultural and social ideas that varied greatly between the two nations. The conflict showed that both
superpowers were wary of using their nuclear weapons against each other for fear of mutual atomic
annihilation. To that end, he encouraged the United Nations to recognize the communist Chinese government
and, after a trip there in , began to establish diplomatic relations with Beijing. To that end, the report called for
a four-fold increase in defense spending. A brief treatment of the Cold War follows. It will last until  President
George Bush unilaterally withdraws from the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty signed by the two countries in 
Thousands of federal employees were investigated, fired and even prosecuted. Each Nation and its allies
developed a distrust that would last for many years and introduce new military and political methods that
would shape our future. Russian President Vladimir Putin denied favoring the eventual winner of the political
contest, Donald Trump. This policy, particularly as it was applied in the developing world in places like
Grenada and El Salvador, was known as the Reagan Doctrine. As co-founders of the United Nations , both
countries along with France, China, and the United Kingdom become permanent members of United Nations
Security Council with full veto authority over the council's action. In the Soviet Union began to secretly install
missiles in Cuba to launch attacks on U. Wanted on criminal charges by the U. National Archives and Records
Administration Throughout the Cold War the United States and the Soviet Union avoided direct military
confrontation in Europe and engaged in actual combat operations only to keep allies from defecting to the
other side or to overthrow them after they had done so. The pilot, Francis Gary Powers, was captured alive.
Subsequent American and Soviet tests spewed poisonous radioactive waste into the atmosphere. Visit Website
Did you know? The committee began a series of hearings designed to show that communist subversion in the
United States was alive and well. Russia annexes the Crimea. The Cold War had solidified by â€”48, when U.
The s and s saw an epidemic of popular films that horrified moviegoers with depictions of nuclear devastation
and mutant creatures. The United States and the Soviet Union began developing intercontinental ballistic
missiles , and in the Soviets began secretly installing missiles in Cuba that could be used to launch nuclear
attacks on U. Like many leaders of his generation, Reagan believed that the spread of communism anywhere
threatened freedom everywhere. The Americans and the British worried that Soviet domination in eastern
Europe might be permanent. Soviet influence in Eastern Europe waned. The Soviets, on the other hand, were
determined to maintain control of eastern Europe in order to safeguard against any possible renewed threat
from Germany, and they were intent on spreading communism worldwide, largely for ideological reasons.
Thus, the Soviet Union sent troops to preserve communist rule in East Germany , Hungary , Czechoslovakia ,
and Afghanistan  The ever-present threat of nuclear annihilation had a great impact on American domestic life
as well. The Americans and the British feared the permanent Soviet domination of eastern Europe and the
threat of Soviet-influenced communist parties coming to power in the democracies of western Europe.
Imposes Sanctions on Russia After the collapse of the Ukraine government. The Soviet Union began to
establish left-wing governments in the countries of eastern Europe, determined to safeguard against a possible
renewed threat from Germany. It was waged mainly on political, economic, and propaganda fronts and lasted
until  In the end, both sets of missiles were removed. D , the Strategic Defence Initiative S.


