
ATLAS SHRUGGED CRITICAL ESSAYS

Essays and criticism on Ayn Rand's Atlas Shrugged - Critical Essays.

During this eighteen-year association, Branden had the privilege of seeing Atlas Shrugged in manuscript form
while Rand was writing it. A tramp told the story of how Twentieth Century Motor Factory failed: "There was
one young boy who started out, full of fire for the noble ideal, a bright kid without any schooling, but with a
wonderful head on his shoulders Atlas was the strongest of all the titans. As to Ragnar Danneskjold, he found
the spectacle of a modern privateer , popularly regarded as a pirate , difficult to acceptâ€”but gave no
indication of having read the explanation that Ragnar Danneskjold gives, in his conversation with Henry
Rearden , of why he turned to privateering as his contribution to the great strike of the men of the mind.
Summary Probably no novel that tries to make a serious point about the world or the people who live in it will
be entirely without its critics. Rand always presented sex as channeled violence and a dance of dominance and
submission. Everybody takes responsibility for themselves, and what they do. The essays range from basic
primers and plot summariesâ€”competent book reports, more than anything elseâ€”to romps by scholars
exercising their favorite theoretical hobby horses. In Atlas Shrugged, Ayn Rand presents a vision of man that
is unlike anything ever written. Carying out a survey on such a huge group of people, the whole country, has
its disadvantages and issues. Unlike Stadler, Eddie refuses to push facts aside no matter how painful or
frightening they are. The anonymous author here suggests that Rand seeks to discredit collectivism by making
its proponents act like consummate jerks. When she finds out that someone will be there to respond and debate
her, she drops out of the car and runs away. All of the heroes have this absurd element to them. Surprisingly,
very few critics seem to have paid attention to the four inventions that might qualify as science fiction , none
of which have been duplicated in real life in the form depicted in the novel. When a capitalist ignores safety
warnings and drives the train into a tunnel, she is being heroic and decisive. But the villains spoke in a manner
that he found readily recognizable. Ayn Rand also uses stories to help convey that collectivism leads to
complete turmoil. In John Galt, this is excusable: he is not a hero, but an anti-villain, and thus allowed to be
one-dimensional and single-minded. But she does condemn those who despise others because they are rich
and successful. This loyalty is the essence of his moral stature. Ragnar Danneskjold "supervised" a
privateering crew and, in the end, a militia -style rescue operation.


