
A DISCUSSION OF WHETHER MACBETH IS MORE GUILTY BY HIS

ACTIONS THAN LADY MACBETH

Unlike Macbeth, who deliberates over whether or not to kill Duncan and who wrestles with loyalty to his king, Lady
Macbeth is single-minded in her lust for power. of Macbeth, rather than instigator of murder, and her character becomes
more from a crafty manipulator to a guilt-ridden casualty of her husband's ambition.

Everything that would make old age worth living has been destroyed. Macbeth is utterly destitute of moral
principle. When he learns of her suicide there is little or no grief. To one critic at least this seems rather
sudden, but he ascribes it to the rapidity with which the action of this play rushes on from first to last.
Shakespeare play concerning gender roles, shows the untraditional marriage in Scotland; what one sees is not
what one gets. This essay will examine the different characters and the forces they exert that lead to the
assassination of Duncan, Banquo, and others by Macbeth. Macbeth the Victim Do we view Macbeth as being
tricked by the witches into murdering Duncan, as being driven to his fate by evil out side of himself? Afraid
for his own skin rather than his soul he decides against killing Duncan. So will he move, invoking the sure and
firm-set earth not to betray his approach to the sleeping victim. The occasion speaks thee, and My strong
imagination sees a crown Dropping upon thy head. Like the men who were supposed to sell their souls to the
devil for wealth or power in this life, he is willing to pay the final price that the crime involves if present
success can be assured. Shakespeare gives us no hint of her personal appearance except where he makes her
speak of her "little hand"; but that really settles the question. This is the beginning of the descent into madness
that ultimately leads Lady Macbeth to take her own life, as she cannot recover from her feelings of guilt.
Macbeth faces up to the terrible truth; he curses the witches but does not blame them. Continue Reading. He
knows it is the wrong path, but it is only the first step that costs him even any transient struggle. This may be
damning evidence that Macbeth is completely responsible for the murders he commits throughout the play.
Macbeth needs it for Birnam Wood has indeed come to Dunsinane. Concerning the two leading characters of
the play, Macbeth and his Lady, there has been much discussion and a wide divergence of opinion. Art thou
not, fatal vision, sensible To feeling as to sight? By presenting her guilt in this way, Shakespeare is perhaps
suggesting that we are unable to escape remorse from wrongdoing, no matter how feverishly we may try to
cleanse ourselves. The exigencies of the drama require that he should do it now, and the Lady, with her clear
head and strong will, furnishes the stimulus needed to spur him on to instant action. This may or may not have
been precisely what Shakespeare had in mind for filling the gap between the two scenes in which the pair
soliloquize and confer concerning the method of the murder; but it is certain that we are not compelled to
assume that the Lady's allusion to Macbeth's readiness to kill the king at some former time and place must
refer to a period before the beginning of the play. The letter to his wife shows that he is thinking about taking
the kingship and believes what the witches have told him is true I. But his conscience was at war with his
desire and his soul cut in two by the conflict and he is horrified by that part of himself that could contemplate
such a foul act. The Doctor's direction that the means of self-destruction be removed from her, and that she be
watched closely, indicates his apprehension of what the end may be; and though it is not distinctly stated
afterwards that she did lay violent hands on herself, we can hardly doubt that this was the manner of her death.
We may now consider it settled beyond any reasonable doubt that the purpose of attaining the crown by the
murder of Duncan occurs independently to both Macbeth and his wife. This might be said of Macbeth at this
point in his career. Is this the first suggestion of murder that has occurred to Macbeth? No water now ill clear
them of the stain. They appear to be simply the witches of ancient superstition--hags who have gained a
measure of superhuman knowledge and power by a league with Satan, to whom they have sold their souls and
pledged their service. She suggests that it will be safer to wait until a later hour, when the king and everybody
but themselves is in bed. Their similarities and differences are quite obvious and both are driven to their
actions by this feeling. However, immediately after learning about becoming Thane of Cawdor, Macbeth
begins thinking about and plotting to become king I. The last time we see Lady Macbeth she is raving about
blood on her hands, signaling that she is a victim of her husband and her own overwrought emotional state.
But ah! Later Macbeth cunningly plots to destroy Banquo and his line. It is like Shylock's allusion to the ring
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that Leah gave him when he was a bachelor, which shows that, hardened and merciless though he was, he was
not utterly destitute of human tenderness. His lust for power is enormous and Lady Macbeth and the witches
simply strengthen his determination. The bloody deed is as yet but "fantastical"--a thing of fancy--but it is as
real to him and as frightful as the ghost of Banquo, which is no outward apparition, but A [spectre] of the
mind, a false creation, Proceeding from the heat-oppressed brain. As a woman, queen is the most powerful
role she can hope for in the court.


