
THE TRUE NATURE OF POLONIUS IN SHAKESPEARES HAMLET

Polonius in Shakespeare's Hamlet: A Conspirator or a Victim. Sameer . Indeed what Hamlet senses about Polonius's
real character could be.

Both the multiplication and banality of advice and the relevance and seduction of the counselor role in current
society, far from reflecting an exemplary duty, come associated to the addiction of private environment to a
narcissistic worship that is never satisfied. Roteiro: Laurence Olivier. Stage and film portrayals[ edit ] In most
productions of the 20th century, up to about , Polonius was played as a somewhat senile , garrulous man of
about seventy-five or so, eliciting a few laughs from the audience by the depiction. Around this central action
revolve the stories concerning the minor characters of Polonius and Ophelia. Moreover, Polonius has Laertes
spied on. In conclusion, Shakespeare created Polonius as a very unique and complex character. As to Updike's
novel, the ambiguity that arises from the conscience of the assassination of Claudius is erased, and Polonius's
condition of a traitor is confirmed because the novelist clarifies that he is one of the main articulators of the
event of the crime. In the middle of the dialogue that the counselor has with the queen it is possible to verify
that, as Polonius was closer to the royal family, he negotiates his future position: He slumped back into the
ill-fitting chair. More than this, the scholar defines Polonius's character as clumsy and unpleasant, as the nosy
informer of the king , p. Regarding the deduction of universalized forms of human behavior that, according to
Polonius, stimulate the balance and dignity of the spirit, such as the elimination of the pathos advised to
Ophelia, it is possible to presume that not only in Shakespeare but also in Updike's rereading such formulas
maintain rules that preserve the status and the moral image of the man with a higher social hierarchy.
Polonius, adviser and Lord Chamberlain to King Hamlet and Claudius, seems to know every intrigue, every
alliance made in the interwoven royal court. For instance, Polonius's image works within a circle of revenge in
a certain way and within another circle in a completely opposite way. In Shakespeare, however, what becomes
evident is that this interpretation feeds discourse as the substitute for actions. According to John Updike's
reconstruction, the flaw of Polonius's analysis of Hamlet does not merely occur because it is exclusively based
on the counselor's own past youth, considered as exemplary. Cromwell Co,  A patriarchy is defined as a
system of society or government in which men hold the power and women are largely excluded from it. As to
the first question, we asked: a How does Updike's novel re-create Polonius's personality in view of the play of
contradictions that Shakespeare created? Various suggestions have been made to explain this. More recent
productions have tended to play him as a slightly younger man, and to emphasise his shiftiness rather than
pompous senility, harking back to the traditional manner in which Polonius was played before the 20th
century. Shakespeare's reasons behind the creation of such a significant secondary character are important to
the play as a whole This quote not only applies to one person affecting another, but also how the actions of
one person trying to deceive many people through double-talk or hypocrisy lead to complex and sometimes
unresolveable events Scholars view Polonius as a character mocked throughout the play and the nature of his
death, as the Kings substitute, lead scholars to view him as a fool. Therefore, the counselor replicates the sin
and the stain in the kingdom, even meeting royal interests. In Updike's novel, this changes a little, because the
counselor is able to orchestrate the assassination of the royal authority Hamlet-father by using specific
stratagems. My gorge rims at it. Also, Amora mentions that it is Polonius himself that determines the
suspension of the simulation planned by Hamlet when he verifies the king's situation. Shakespeare had already
done it when he created The tragedy of Hamlet by considering previous narratives. Who can live humanly
without ever borrowing or lending? Famous lines[ edit ] Polonius's most famous lines are found in Act 1
Scene 3 "Neither a borrower nor a lender be"; "To thine own self be true" and Act 2 Scene 2 "Brevity is the
soul of wit"; and "Though this be madness, yet there is method in't" while others have become paraphrased
aphorisms "Clothes make the man"; "Old friends are the best friends". Counselors, on the other hand, can only
wait from their listeners to be attentive and to discuss the politics of the domestic sphere, reinforcing the
orientation of private environment as a mechanism of broad social effectiveness. The death of Ophelia's father
leaves her mentally unstable and in a state of madness that eventually leads to her own death. By attempting to
mediate the dispute between two strong men - the king, who was marked by sin, and the prince, who was
marked by suffering -, the inevitable catastrophe reaches everyone who surrounds them. The quirks that
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disturb you I would lay to his predilection for the actor's trade. Brasil,  The first helps combat catastrophe; the
second allows and strengthens catastrophe itself. That happens because there are few moments in
Shakespeare's play that insinuate how this interpretation was developed in Polonius's personality - and it is in
this gap that John Updike, in his novel Gertrude and Claudius, creates, reinforces, or rereads Polonius's past
experiences. As he puts it, Polonius uses an excess of words that could be summarized in a single yes or no.
Polonius granted Laertes permission to go back to school in France.


