
ELIZABETHAN MARRIAGE ESSAY

Free Essay: Elizabethan Weddings and Marriages â€œJust as today a woman's wedding was one of the most important
days of her lifeâ€• (William Shakespeare info).

Linda Alchin. This was a particularly festive event and the procession would be accompanied by musicians.
The person simply testifies that their marriage has failed. There were many customs that individuals followed
in Elizabethan Marriages. Even with United States having one of the highest divorce rates, family
relationships were a lot different than Elizabethan Era. Arranged marriages influence the societies that use
them by providing wealth, money, and power to the couples and their families even if the marriage is unjust
Parallel to Elizabethan marriages, the husband and wife exchange rings, and seal the contract with a kiss.
Their weddings were quite remarkable. The parents of Romeo and Juliet were very strict with them; at one
point in the play Lady Capulet finds it awkward to be alone in the room with Juliet, her daughter that she lets
the nurse stay. Often the bride and groom would not meet until their wedding day. When it happens on a
massive scale the community itself is crippled. Divorce remained unobtainable for many years with the control
of the Protestant church. The religions varied but the legal process prior to the wedding was always the same.
It was also referred to as her marriage portion. Poor and unhappy spouses had another option to court. It was
often common to meet the new partner for the first time on the wedding day. Elizabethan women were
expected to marry to increase the wealth and position of the family and then to produce children - preferably
male heirs. Even though there are some similarities between the two time periods, there are many aspects that
have changed throughout the years. Shakespeare is known for many of his poems and plays that he wrote. A
marriage contract includes provision both for the bride's dowry and for a jointure, or settlement, in cash and
property by the husband's family, which guarantees her welfare should her husband die first. Elizabethan
woman had very little choice in who her husband might be. Bread and sweetmeats would also be prepared. In
the case that a woman was unwed, the father, brother or another male relative was to care for her until a male
companion showed up Betrothals can be terminated by mutual consent. It can be annulled only if it is not
consummated. Elizabethan Era Index Disobedience was seen as a crime against their religion. Second, the
feud between the families indicated that something terrible was going to happen. This theme is communicated
by the only three female characters in the play: Nerissa, Portia and Jessica. The same procedure still applies to
Church marriages in England today. Weddings were always a religious ceremony, conducted by a minister.
They are quite different compared to now and were not at all based on love or having a family.


