
HOW TO WRITE A CRITICAL ANALYSIS FOR HISTORY

A critical analysis is subjective writing because it expresses the writer's opinion or evaluation of a text. Analysis means
to break down and study the parts. Writing.

A number of students dropped out of the course after writing their first critical book review in history simply
because they did not know what was required and did not conduct the research to find out. Arguments are
intended to extend our knowledge, and also can be described as having three parts: a premise, supporting
evidence, and a conclusion. Do not forget to document quotes and paraphrases. Develop a hypothesis and then
look for weak or vague words that detract from a strong, concise statement. Thesis statement indicating
writer's main reaction to the work II. The historical source under review is usually secondary, that is, it is
about an event in history that the author has contributed some new information. Support your thesis with
detailed evidence from the text examined. My suspicions were confirmed as soon as I read some critical
history book reviews. Is the argument well supported, with good documentation or does it have
contradictions? Careful, critical reading is essential. The book review is simply an essay with three parts: an
introduction, a body, and a conclusion. Good historical writing is also an argument. Note - In a book review
the conclusion should appear in the introduction unless you are posing a question, because your conclusion or
question, is the argument that you are discussing. Does the author raise new issues or leave unanswered
questions for other scholars? The Introduction Book reviews are short and concise, they may vary from half a
page to several pages depending on the assignment. Purpose The purpose of the critical book review for
history is to share information about an historical topic - it is not a book report that summarizes the content.
Biographical information about the credibility, and expertise of the author must be taken into consideration.
Your review should provide information, interpretation, and evaluation. Remember that the purpose of a
critical analysis is not merely to inform, but also to evaluate the worth, utility, excellence, distinction, truth,
validity, beauty, or goodness of something. Journals are also a good place to find this information and to look
for scholarly book reviews that will also help you understand the form, and give you an idea of what your
review should look like. History and Rhetoric. Effectiveness D. Like many of my peers, I was a third-year
student in a fourth-year class expected to write at the fourth-year level. What is new or different about this
book, or does it offer anything new? Combine these two and you have, an argument about a new historical
perception. What assumptions has the author made? What about the subject matter is of current interest? The
introduction is extremely important, it must be short, effective, and it must contain your thesis. What is the
theme: the argument? Discussion of appeal to a particular audience Remember: Avoid introducing your ideas
by stating "I think" or "in my opinion. Does the author present new information or evidence?


