
ISEARCH RESEARCH PAPER

An I-Search paper is a personal research paper about a topic that is important to the writer. An I-Search paper is usually
less formal than a traditional research.

After offering feedback, have students choose the topic that seems to have the most potential and allow them
to brainstorm as many questions as they can think of. I want you be like a "two-year old grabbing books off a
shelf, seeing how they open, ripping pages, finding out how they taste" Marione  How might your experience
and what you learned affect your choices or opportunities in the future. The difference is that the topic of an
I-Search Paper is one the writer has a personal connection with. Evaluate your sources: Just as members of a
jury have to decide which witness is credible, or believable, and which are not, you have to determine the
extent to which you can trust sources of information. Explain what you already knew about the topic before
you even started researching. Support students as they engage in the research and writing process, offering
guidance on potential local contacts for interviews and other sources that can heighten their engagement in the
authenticity of the research process. If information on your topic is constantly changing, be sure you are as
up-to-date as possible. It's usually less formal than a traditional research paper You choose a topic relevant to
your life--like an interest, a hobby, or something related to your future career You will often first write what
you know from your own experience You will usually use first-person when writing the paper for example, "I
want to know more about One writer's response are shown in the example below: - What is my topic? Search
Reflections Discuss what you learned from your research experience. I-Search Documents Below are the two
main documents we will be working with to complete your I-Search paper. Also, here is a sample of an
I-Search paper that can shared with students as they negotiate their own I-Search paper. You paraphrase to
simplify the material you have read. To encourage effective organization and synthesis of information from
multiple sources, you may wish to have students assign a letter to each of their questions A through E, for
example and a number to each of their sources 1 through 6, for example. If I can, I need to know how. Explain
why the topic is important to you, and let readers know what motivated your search. Primary sources include
legal documents, letters, diaries, eyewitness accounts and surveys. All rights renewed. The best way to achieve
a tight focus is to form a research question - a question that asks exactly what you want to find out from your
research. Search Reflections Describe important results of your research Support your findings Reflect on your
search. Take notes from your sources: Unless you are one of those fortunate people with a photographic
memory, good notes are invaluable. It allows you to save space because it is shorter than the original material.
Select a topic: Even though an I-Search paper is usually less formal and more personal than a traditional
research paper, its purpose is still the same - to find out information, to conduct research. Briefly describe
what you knew about your topic before you started your research. Use the I-Search Chart to help students
begin to see the relationships among their inquiry questions. Tell what you wanted to learn and why. Search
Results Describe your results and give support. One method is by using 3x5 index cards and number the
source. I have asthma, but I want to live a full and active life. Research, of any kind, is never easy, so be sure
to stop every once and a while and take a breath. Is the information up-to-date? I want you to be curious again.


