
A HISTORY OF THE SCOPES MONKEY TRIAL

The Scopes Trial, formally known as The State of Tennessee v. John Thomas Scopes and commonly referred to as the
Scopes Monkey Trial, In , the Comedy Central series Drunk History retold portions of the trial in the "Nashville" .

In , the Tennessee Supreme Court overturned the Monkey Trial verdict on a technicality but left the
constitutional issues unresolved until , when the U. On the trial's sixth day, Judge Raulston stated, "It is not
within the province of the court under these issues to decide and determine which is true, the story of divine
creation as taught in the Bible, or the story of the creation of man as taught by evolution. Many opponents of
this more open and less conservative lifestyle were followers of the Progressive Movement. Scopes was
offered a new teaching contract but chose to leave Dayton and study geology at the University of Chicago
graduate school. What I found was a country town full of charm and even beautyâ€”a somewhat smallish but
nevertheless very attractive Westminster or Balair. An opportunity finally arose, more than four decades later,
when the ACLU filed an amicus brief on behalf of Susan Epperson, a Zoology teacher in Arkansas, who
challenged a state ban on teaching 'that mankind ascended or descended from a lower order of animals.
Citation Information. Rare exceptions were found in the Southern press, where the fact that Darrow had saved
Leopold and Loeb from the death penalty continued to be a source of ugly humor. Scopes himself played a
rather small role in the case: the trial was reduced to a verbal contest between Darrow and Bryan. Bryan and
Darrow set the tone by immediately attacking each other in the press. We're game, aren't we? Scientists make
a guess and call it a hypothesis. The prosecution was led by William Jennings Bryan, a former Secretary of
State, presidential candidate, and the most famous fundamentalist Christian spokesperson in the country.
Scopes lost his job and was forced to pay a one hundred dollar fine. State of Tennessee v. Such a course is
suggested to the Attorney General. Darrow closed the case for the defense without a final summation. This led
to a weakening of the backlash in Texas, as well as to the repeal of the Butler Law in Tennessee in  Jump to:
navigation , search The Scopes Monkey Trial was a nationally-famous Tennessee court case that upheld a state
law banning the teaching of evolution in public schools in that state in  Preachers and fortune seekers filled the
streets. Subsequent days saw prosecutors argue about the validity of using expert witnesses. Mississippi
passed a similar law months later, and in Texas banned the theory of evolution from high school textbooks. He
would not give in, however, to Darrow on the subject of miracles. The trial, which garnered extensive headline
press coverage both nationally and internationally, was the first ever to be broadcasted live on the radio. He
mocked the town's inhabitants as "yokels" and "morons". Darrow originally declined, fearing that his presence
would create a circus atmosphere, but eventually realized that the trial would be a circus with or without him,
and agreed to lend his services to the defense, later stating that he "realized there was no limit to the mischief
that might be accomplished unless the country was aroused to the evil at hand". The Butler Act set off alarm
bells around the country. The theory does not endorse a specific religious belief, but it does allow for the
teaching of another theory beyond evolution. Since this cause has been pending in this court, we have been
favored, in addition to briefs of counsel and various amici curiae, with a multitude of resolutions, addresses,
and communications from scientific bodies, religious factions, and individuals giving us the benefit of their
views upon the theory of evolution. Further, the court held that while the statute forbade the teaching of
evolution as the court had defined it , it did not require the teaching of any other doctrine, so that it did not
benefit any one religious doctrine or sect over the others.


