
CONVERGENCE OF THE TWAIN ANALYSIS

â€œThe Convergence of the Twainâ€• by Thomas Hardy recounts the downfall of the Titanic, poetically describing the
glorious ocean liner. The Convergence of the Twain study guide contains a biography of Thomas Hardy, literature
essays, quiz questions, major themes, characters, and a.

Hardy's discussion of these items, rather than the more glaring issues of death and human suffering normally
associated with the loss of the ship, would seem to indicate his disdain for the pride and importance that his
contemporaries placed upon scientific and technological progress. Metaphysical inference Though this poem
was first read at an event held for raising money for the victims of the Titanic disaster, Hardy robustly avoids
all sentimental hand-wringing. The first five stanzas are a robust criticism of fruitless human vanity. A further
juxtaposition within this second stanza is the use of the word "pyre" 4 , as it connotes funerals and death,
while the use of "salamandrine" insinuates a certain tenacity for life as salamanders were said to live through
fires that could be associated with the Unsinkable Ship everyone believed the Titanic to be before accident.
The Titanic is symbolic of the pride and vanity of humanity in opposition to the natural power of God that is
exhibited through the iceberg. Instead he describes the Titanic at rest at the bottom of the sea replete with
mirrors, jewels and other features of opulence, but now only visited by curious fish and sea worms. Both grow
in stature each unaware that their fates are entwined. But at the given moment, the master puppeteer whom
Hardy refers to as the Spinner of the Years, given the signal and the two opposing forces meet causing
destruction and loss of life. Stanza 8 In the dark mysterious depths of the ocean the iceberg keeps growing
even as the ship takes shape too. Here he calls it Immanent Will. Instead the ship moves as determined by tidal
swells. Stanza 5 The fish that wander in and out gaze at all this, and wonder why these trinkets that pander to
human vanity are lying there at the bottom on the sea. Once fate decrees, no one can stop an event. They both
grow unknown to each other. Although he does not indicate implicitly that he believes in the powers he
names, Hardy weaves these deifications into the poem to create a desired effect. The poet capitalizes
Immanent Will to show its importance and force. The items that Hardy has chosen in his poem to embody the
loss of the ship the cold furnaces, bleared mirrors, and lightless jewels, rather than the loss of life are
indicative of his attitude towards the ship and what it stood for. Titanic sank on 12 April  His use of
enjambment between the sixth and seventh stanzas seems to be a technique employed to represent not only the
coming together of the iceberg and ship in the poem, but also their literal collision. The manuscript of this
poem bears the date 24 April 


