
MLA PAPER STYLE

The preparation of papers and manuscripts in MLA Style is covered in part four of the MLA Style Manual. Below are
some basic guidelines for formatting a paper.

Quotations Quotes are added into assignments to help defend an argument, prove a point, add emphasis, or
simply liven up a project. Paraphrases Paraphrases are created when text or speech from another source are
added into a project, but the writer chooses to summarize them and weave in his or her own writing and
writing style. The exceptions are the paper or chapter title and the headings for notes and the list of works
cited. Quite often, the running head and page numbers begin on the second page, but your instructor may ask
you to include the running head on the first page of the assignment. Give yourself a pat on the back! Do not
use the abbreviation p. The ultimate goal of a research project is to have your voice and research merged
together as one. Make 1 inch margins on the top, bottom, and sides The first word in every paragraph should
be indented one half inch. Do not italicize or underline your title, put it in quotation marks or boldface, or type
it in all capital letters. Here we have two brief passages, taken from the same page of the same source, so we
can handle both with a single parenthetical citation. Many prefer that a paper be secured with a simple paper
or binder clip, which can be easily removed and restored. Designed to be printed out and used in the
classroom. Concluding Sentences: When closing out a sentence with the use of a punctuation mark, begin the
following sentence after one space, not two spaces. Double-space throughout; use dividing lines as needed fig.
Learn more on justified wording and other guidelines. It is acceptable to use abbreviations in all of these
sources. If the author is an organization such as a government agency or non-profit foundation , alphabetize
according to the name of the organization. How to Create an Individual Works Cited Entry Exactly what goes
into each item in your bibliography depends on what kind of item it is. Type your last name before the page
number. They should continue to push themselves despite possible obstacles and failures. Certain words are
abbreviated and other words are written in full. Quotes should be sprinkled sparingly throughout.


