
THE THEME OF DEATH IN LITERATURE

In ancient literature, the theme of death is seen regularly. In Gilgamesh, the ancient epic of Mesopotamia, death is
clearly illustrated through relationships.

Some excerpts: [W]riting itself was implicitly suffused with the theme of mortality, especially narratives and
storytelling in general the example of Scheherazade of One Thousand and One Nights came to mind as ways
of eluding or delaying the inevitable. The three main gothic elements that are evident in this story are the
unique setting, the theme of death and decay, and the presence of madness. Shakespeare is perhaps
unparalleled in all of literature in his ability to invoke the whole range of human emotion regarding death.
Mezentius calls out to Aeneas, why do you ridicule me, threaten me with death? The text tells the story of
Prince Prospero whose town is being plagued by the dreaded Red Death. Worth thinking about. As a
celebrated ode in Sophocles' Antigone expresses it, man is the greatest wonder of the world, who has
accomplished many marvelous feats, "only against death has he secured no refuge. Shelley's poems
represented what the critic Mario Praz has called the "Romantic agony," the aesthetic that pairs death with
beauty. Themes like betrayal, vengeance, greed, honor, justice, courage, and failure are almost always
portrayed in conjunction with death. Within the medieval Christian view, death was less important as a fact in
itself than as the end of the opportunity for salvation. Order a custom research paper on ANY topic. The story
is an emphasis on the fact that there is no avoiding death, no matter how hard you try, which is the overall
theme. Before I ever had much experience with death in the immediate small circle of my own life, I had
encountered it in the books I read voraciously. In the Middle Ages, the theme of death often underlies the
literature as well. Of the two inevitable things in life, it is perhaps not surprising that numerous writers have
attempted to tackle the subject of death. It enables people to see the world through the perspective of another.
The poetic infatuation with death achieved an even greater degree of intensity in the movement known as the
graveyard school, whose mournful elegies achieved a vogue in the late 18th century. In Poetics, Aristotle
highlights the value of tragedy, which compels an audience to feel a catharsis, or cleansing of the soul, by
witnessing tragic acts, typically deaths of highly regarded charactersâ€”deaths those characters may not totally
deserve. American literature has also been preoccupied with death. In poetry, fiction, and drama, death is seen
as a central theme that gives way to other themes ranging from justice to rites of passage to grief. In literature,
however, death can represent many different themes. Authors have all the material of life around them from
which to draw, but nevertheless, death has always been and will continue to be one of the most prominent
themes in literature, and for many reasons: There is a pervading symbolism attached to death in different
cultures and religions. In the end, everyone aboard the Pequod dies save Ishmael, who survives by floating on
a coffin. Kind of dovetails with the concept of impermanence , no? Many consider Moby-Dick to be one of the
greatest American novels of all time. Throughout the poem, the narrator continues to love his beautiful wife;
even after her untimely death. Killing is no crime. Related Research Paper Topics Death of a Traveling
Salesman research papers delve into the story, written by Eudora Welty, that takes place inside the mind of a
traveling shoe salesman. I knew death could be gruesome, sentimental, slow, quick, painful, transformative,
pointless. Death signifies an end and a great mystery about what comes next, and the range of human emotions
surrounding it is so vast that authors are able to combine it with many other themes. Especially throughout
literature of battle and war, death is faced with bravery and moral courage. Share this:. Even in ancient
literature, authors were utilizing death as a theme to elicit an emotional response in the reader or audience.
How to Write an Essay on Death in Literature This page is designed to show you how to write a research
project on the topic you see here. Not only do literary devices assist in this purpose, it also helps convey the
underlying message in their theme. Emily Dickinson and Death research papers explore the relationship
between death and Dickinson's poem. Use our sample or order a custom written research paper from Paper
Masters. What makes death specifically tragic in these plays is its violent or suicidal character as opposed to,
say, the representation of the death of Socrates in Plato's Phaedo. Death Comes for the Archbishop research
papers discuss Willa Cather's novel about a settlement in the Southwest. With the Renaissance, the growing
sense of individualism revived the pre-Christian sense of death as the end of individual existence. Through
later periods of literature all over the world, authors have continued to use death as a major theme,
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symbolically, metaphorically, and physically. Is that troubling, or comforting? Death in Literature Death in
Literature essays discuss the common theme of death in different works of literature.


