
AN ANALYSIS OF THE MUSICAL CANON

Analysis of Pachelbel Canon in D major, the work is scored for three the harmony and bass parts of the music and acted
as a kind of musical.

Hans-Joachim Schulze , writing in , suggested that the piece may have been composed for Johann Christoph
Bach 's wedding, on 23 October , which Pachelbel attended. So remember, the tonic is the main key of a song.
Example 2. Canon is a polyphonic device in which several voices play the same music, entering in sequence.
Now, what is a canon? At the time it is worth remembering that Vienna was the at the centre of European
culture and exactly where a young musician needed to be. Pachelbel Links:. By many accounts, Pachelbel was
a prolific composer in his day, a fine organ player and teacher. So this song is in the key of D major. The
Canon and Gigue in D major is one such piece. The bass voice repeats the same two-bar line throughout the
piece. In Pachelbel's piece, there are three voices engaged in canon see Example 1 , but there is also a fourth
voice, the basso continuo , which plays an independent part. It was originally written for 3 violins and a basso
continuo. He moved to the city in where he was fortunate enough to become the deputy organist at St. The
violins play a three-voice canon over the ground bass to provide the harmonic structure. The sheer quantity of
songs that include or are in fact an exact copy of the Pachelbel chords is too many to mention individually by
name. This creates a really neat overlapping effect. The eight chords suggested by the bass are represented in
the table below: Chord progression of the Canon No. Monophonic includes a single melodic line with no
accompaniment. Vienna was to be the making of the aspiring composer and organist. Canon in D Major is a
polyphonic piece compared to monophonic and homophonic. The first 9 bars of the Canon in D. Chamber
signifies that the music can be performed in a small private room with an intimate atmosphere.


