
THE REASONS WHY THE RECONSTRUCTION ERA IN AMERICA FAILED

The failure of Reconstruction was a tragedy, but it's also possible to say During the Reconstruction era that followed the
American Civil War.

The reason is that a system of representation is more capable of protecting the rights of the individuals, as well
as being able to balance the needs of the public good. After the Panic of and the Democratic takeover of the
House the following year, the unlikelihood shrank to the vanishing point. These authorized the confiscation of
any property, including slaves, being used to support the rebel war effort. In fact, until the 's, Tennessee was
the only state of the former Confederacy to observe Lincoln's birthday as a legal holiday. Dunning of
Columbia University created a school of historiography that seconded the notion that Reconstruction was a
grievous error. Also, another cause of the lack of political focus during Reconstruction was the great economic
prosperity in the North following the Civil War. Arguably the most culpable of them all was Jefferson Davis,
the president of the eleven Confederate States of America and a big-time Mississippi cotton plantation and
slave owner who had served as the U. Neither status offered much hope for economic mobility. The reason for
reconstruction was to put the union back together and free the slaves once and for all. Henry Wirz, who was
convicted and hanged for the gross mistreatment of Union prisoners under his watch. It would take a handful
of African-American activists and historians, most notably the great radical W. His radically democratic
Jeffersonian plan to totally transform the South creating a new class of black and white yeoman farmers was
supported by some other Radical Republicans and by the abolitionist and labor reformer Wendell Phillips. We
want to hear what you think about this article. After the war, the Union needed to effectively bring the South
back into the country on equal footing, revive their economy, and rebuild their shattered landscape. The
Federalist Paper No. However, former Confederate generals and politicians walked free, often later to
reemerge as leaders of post-Reconstruction Southern white elite revanchism. Supreme Court aided in this
back-sliding. The Republican dominated Congress refused to seat these Southerners. Southern whites played
the most obvious role in this overthrow, but they would never have succeeded without the consent of the
Northern Democrats, who had never been in favor of an equitable Reconstruction, much less a bourgeois one.
The Northern disputes sidetracked the Union from real progress and did not help to bring the South back into
the Union. Military rule would have been just to all, to the negro who wanted freedom, the white man who
wanted protection, the Northern man who wanted Union. To blacks, freedom meant independence from white
control. White supremacist organizations that committed terrorist acts, such as the Ku Klux Klan , targeted
local Republican leaders for beatings or assassination. A whole school of literature and history sprang up to
carry the message far and wide: Terrible, terrible things had been done to the good and innocent white people
of the South during Reconstruction. Julian urged the exemplary hanging of Lee and other leading
Confederates and the distribution of their confiscated property to southern poor people of both races. Julian,
and Charles Sumner, was never put into effect. This, in turn, might have brought more sustained economic
development, infrastructural improvements, and a higher standard of living to all in the region. Grant was
elected president that fall see United States presidential election of  The era reminds us that the liberation of
four million people from bondage did not suddenly erase the deep racial prejudices born of slavery, nor assure
lasting political or economic equality for the former slaves. In a blatant use of the discipline of history for
reactionary ends, William A. Instead, he had put them to work for the Union. There were several promising
times during Reconstruction when progress was made for freed African Americans. William T. The
pervasiveness of white-supremacist ideology in academia gave license to Jim Crow efforts for decades after
the Civil War. According to the zero-sum game white supremacists were playing, granting black
citizenshipâ€”which required ending slavery, preventing discrimination based on race, and giving black males
the right to vote and govern in Southern statesâ€”stripped white people of what they believed to be their
God-given right to rule over black people. Library of Congress, Washington, D. Toppling the statuary
honoring the Confederate losers â€” along with supporting our brave Antifa fighters â€” has to happen even
more strongly under these circumstances.


