
THE IMPORTANCE OF THE FOREST AND SCAFFOLD IN THE SCARLET

LETTER A NOVEL BY NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE

Free Essay: In the novel The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne, we notice that action only happens in a few places,
among which are the forest, the the most important symbol among them is certainly the scaffold in the market place.

Setting Even Hawthorne's settings are symbolic. The scaffolding at the market center represents the cruel
reality of the Puritan society. From the very first chapter, a rose bush is used to describe someone or
something that is beautiful or good on the outside, but pained, ugly or evil on the inside The forest thus
symbolizes a freedom not found in the civilized world, a freedom that would romantically overshadow or
overpower the stigma of sin. In the first scaffold scene, Hester is being led from the prison where she has spent
the last few months, towards the scaffold clutching her newborn baby to her bosom, covering the scarlet
letter-the two symbols representing truth and her lost innocence She struggles with her recognition of the
letter's symbolism just as people struggle with their moral choices. Hawthorne's ability to introduce these
symbols and change them through the context of his story is but one of the reasons The Scarlet Letter is
considered his masterpiece and a peerless example of the romance novel. The use of the three scaffold scenes
throughout the course of the novel proved to be an effective method in proving this theory and showing how
Puritan society differs from that of today? The community initially sees the letter on Hester's bosom as a mark
of just punishment and a symbol to deter others from sin. Thy strength, Hester; but let it be guided by the will
which God hath granted me! Pearl is shunned because of her mother's sin. In his first appearance in the novel,
he is compared to a snake, an obvious allusion to the Garden of Eden. In the second chapter, Hawthorne
writes, "It was, in short, the platform of the pillory; and above it rose the framework of that instrument of
discipline, so fashioned as to confine the human head in its tight grasp, and thus hold it up to the public gaze.
But there stood one in the midst of you, at whose brand of sin and infamy ye have not shuddered! In the end,
even the grave of Dimmesdale and Hester is in darkness. In the inception of the book it is known as a symbol
of Adultery. It may be argued that forests and prisons, cloaked with gloomy ambience, are unlikely places to
find this ray of honesty. As time goes by and Dimmesdale becomes more frail under the constant torture of
Chillingworth, the community worries that their minister is losing a battle with the devil himself. Surely,
surely, we have ransomed one another, with all this woe! Scaffolding is an ancient platform Nathaniel
Hawthorne is a famous writer in the "Rosie" novel with the theme of "Red Letter" and chose symbolism as an
important aspect of his writing. This is what Hyatt H. Black and gray are colors associated with the Puritans,
gloom, death, sin, and the narrow path of righteousness through the forest of sin. One could also argue that the
salvation of Chillingworth depended upon Dimmesdale. Thomas L. Some people rely on religious beliefs to
help fight crime, others use lies to conceal other crimes in order to exacerbate sin. When Dimmesdale
confesses his sin in the light of the sun, Pearl is free to become a human being. A spell was broken. Here we
find Dimmesdale being helped by Hester and Pearl to mount the scaffold of his final confession one might
even say, in proper context, being helped to carry his cross. The forest symbolizes the feelings of some people,
dark and dark, and escapes tough civil judgment. In chapter five, Hawthorne writes,, â€¦show more contentâ€¦
Throughout the book, there are various meanings to the scarlet letter. Hawson said at the opening essay,
"Hester Pudding arrived at the foothold by overcoming a tragedy  He tells you, that, with all its mysterious
horror, it is but the shadow of what he bears on his own breast, and that even this, his own red stigma, is no
more than the type of what has seared his inmost heart! Come, Hester, come! In this case, the criminal is
Hester Prynne and the crowd has gathered to witness her shame Some of the most important symbols in this
novel are pearls, scaffolds and scarlet A's. When Dimmesdale leaves the forest with his escape plan in mind,
he is tempted to sin on numerous occasions during his journey back to the village. By giving me this burning
torture to bear upon my breast! Even each of the main characters has a different moral representation.
Hawthorne uses strong feelings, interest in the common man and childhood, celebration of the individual, awe
of nature, and importance of imagination throughout his novel to add interest and individuality to the story In
all these examples, the meaning of the symbol depends on the context and sometimes the interpreter. The
Scarlet Letter's first chapter ends with an admonition to "relieve the darkening close of a tale of human frailty
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and sorrow" with "some sweet moral blossom. Symbols can range from the most obvious substitution of one
thing for another, to creations as massive, complex, and perplexing as Melville's white whale in Moby Dick.
Dimmesdale turned to the dignified and venerable rulers; to the holy ministers, who were his brethren; to the
people, whose great heart was thoroughly appalled, yet overflowing with tearful sympathy, as knowing that
some deep life-matterâ€”which, if full of sin, was full of anguish and repentance likewiseâ€”was now to be
laid open to them.


