
AN ANALYSIS OF THE ISSUES OF WHALES AND DOLPHINS IN

CAPTIVITY

(dolphins and whales) held in captivity and the proposed establishment of an out of the context of the general issue of
holding animals in captivity, such as in.

Generally speaking, because of the artificial settings, research in captivity provides little knowledge that can
be applied to the protection and management of these species at sea. Results Respondents were generally
against visiting MMP killer whale shows, with  Wild capture of cetaceans in Canada ceased in , but smaller
cetaceans have continued to be imported Tasker,  However, wild-capture and breeding programmes do persist
globally, e. Just think about taking a child to a marine park. While photo selection can introduce bias, photo
elicitation reduces reliance on pre-scripted questions and responses, and seems to effectively reduce other
forms of bias. At sea, dolphins are always on the move, often traveling hundreds, sometimes thousands of
miles. With such variable snapshots of public opinion on cetacean captivity, further studies are needed to more
clearly inform attraction developers, cetacean conservationists, animal welfare advocates, and policy-makers.
Discussion Our findings contradict several previous studies on public opinion of captive cetaceans that did not
use photo elicitation. This ability to transfer learned behaviors to their progeny makes them cultural animals
like us. Put a dolphin in an MRI scanner and you will see a large brain structure that allows for complex
emotions. Research on whether the benefits of cetacean captivity are outweighed by animal welfare concerns
is also in contention. Looking at the Encephalization Quotient, which represents a measure of relative brain
size and a rough estimate of the intelligence of an animal, dolphins possess a high EQ due to their unusually
large brain-to-body- size ratios. Their large brains likely help them to succeed in foraging on widely scattered
and temporarily available resources. In a survey of Canadian residents, the most common reasons given for
not visiting captive cetacean attractions were lack of interest, high admission costs, and animal welfare issues.
We humans should use our judgment and compassion toward these and other fellow animals and stop keeping
them caged as our prisoners. Further, only a small fraction of the money coming from tickets sold at facilities
that keep dolphins in captivity is used for research if at all and less than ten percent of delphinaria or zoos are
involved in research conservation programs, either in situ or in the wild. They care for each other; mothers and
calves have long-term strong social bonds and a calf can spend up to two years next to its mother learning its
place in the ocean. No state of the art captive aquarium or marine park can ever meet the complex
physiological and psychological needs of a dolphin, or most other animals, for that matter. Like intelligence,
conscious emotion in these ocean-dwellers is difficult to understand, define, and measure. For example:
captive studies on dolphin diseases have failed to predict outbreaks of viruses in wild populations that may
often cause mass mortality. Here, in a nutshell, are three important reasons why captivity and dolphins are
incompatible. And the statement that these programs help endangered or threatened species is faulty,
especially considering that the endangered species are generally not the ones being kept in captivity. But the
world and science have changed and we now have the technology and means to more effectively study
dolphins in their own habitats. We used a photo elicitation approach to research the opinions of tourists in the
Turks and Caicos Islands TCI toward developing and visiting captive cetacean attractions. We tend to
anthropomorphize them, projecting our own attributes on them. Dolphins play, bond, imitate, learn from each
other and transfer information from generation to generation.


