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An oncologist may be asked to verify the safety or value of a complementary medicine with which he or she is
not familiar. People who come to us for preventive services are to be cared for with sensitivity to issues of
stigmatization, confidentiality, and the avoidance of harm. Patients have a well-defined right to refuse care
based on the principle of autonomy and legally grounded in the due process clause of the 14th Amendment, as
established in the Cruzan case. Author's Disclosures of Potential Conflicts of Interest The author s indicated
no potential conflicts of interest. What are the oncologist's obligations in the ongoing care of that patient?
Complicating the situation further, the patient does have clear ongoing needs. However, she explains that she
has found an alternative through the Internet and has met with an herbalist who advertises a more holistic
approach. Code of Ethics Preamble Our institution is a specialized center devoted to the care of people with
cancer and to the prevention and eradication of malignant disease. When a patient's preferences lead to
decisions that the physician believes will cause the patient to forgo an opportunity for benefit, there may be an
unavoidable conflict between the obligations to respect autonomy and promote beneficence. For example, the
benefits of adjuvant chemotherapy for breast cancer begin to decline by 3 months after surgery, and the
risk-benefit ratio of treatment months beyond that point are unknown. In addition, the physician has an
obligation to avoid actions that may harm the patient, termed nonmaleficence, as embodied in the Hippocratic
charge to do no harm. The medical condition in question is life threatening but curable, and it occurs in the
context of a young patient with no other medical issues who achieved an excellent response to neoadjuvant
chemotherapy. Potential risks and benefits of ongoing care. Tests and procedures. The patient is treated with
neoadjuvant dose-dense doxorubicin and cyclophosphomide followed by paclitaxel. The analogy is imperfect,
but in the case of the Abigail Alliance v Von Eschenbach, the courts found that the right to refuse care
established in Cruzan 2 and similar cases does not imply a corresponding right to demand care that may be
harmful. Oncologists understand that a patient may decline therapy or a component of therapy regardless of
the physician's recommendation. The oncologist disagrees and feels that she is acting on misinformation. It is
our responsibility to offer support and assistance by providing patients and their families with the information
they need to make decisions. The fact that medical decisions are not viewed as simply clinical calculations of
the course of greatest benefit and lowest toxicity or harm reflects the preeminent position of autonomy in the
hierarchy of obligations. There are multiple factors, including comorbidity, age, risk tolerance, and personal
goals and preferences that might lead a patient to decline intervention despite an oncologist's recommendation
in either setting. Prevalence and predictors of complementary therapy use in advanced-stage breast cancer
patients. Finally, the physician is expected to provide care consistent with the broader interests of society and
other patients, described as the ethical principle of justice. She provides her physicians with correspondence
indicating that surgery is viewed as one option, but an alternative involving herbs and supplements can restore
balance to the body and prevent recurrence of her cancer. Gostin LO. Our educational mission embraces those
who come to us to learn -- our patients, the public, and our colleagues. It might be expected that a patient
regularly returning to the medical oncology clinic for pain management would periodically be reminded of
disease-directed options to help control the pain, but acceptance of these options should not determine the
patient's access to care or pain relief. All information must be recorded accurately and communicated
responsibly.


