
CRITICAL THINKING ACTIVITIES HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

So what are some critical thinking exercises that blow students' minds? . exercises were handed down to me from my
own elementary school.

Have your students stand and gather in the middle of the room. How Is a Peanut Like Me? Vocabulary word
goes in the center of a 2x2 grid for each group and one large one for the whole class. Critical thinking skills
are essential to helping middle school students develop into intelligent, open-minded adults. Tell the rocks to
move to one side of the room and the feathers to move to the other side. Each definition is written with
different colored markers in the right corner of class Frayer, while corrections are made in a polite, productive
manner. Students write examples and nonexamples in the bottom boxes of their group and class Frayer
Models. On the chalkboard, write "How is a peanut like me? A vocabulary word is held above a student's head
where they cannot see it. I will give you a very collaborative one that I like. After they are prompted by the
teacher to switch, they check the other groups response with: a check if they agree or a correction if they
disagree and WHY They then create their own question stem, problem or activity for the upcoming group.
Each group has a different colored marker. Then ask who agrees with each side of each topic. For example, a
student might claim to be thick-skinned, or that he cracks under pressure, just like a peanut. Student Self
Monitoring Interactive Journal Simply copying notes from the board is a low level thinking skill, so please
promote higher level thinking by providing appropriate graphic organizers, question stems or reflective
prompts, which help students recognize their strengths and strengthen their weaknesses through effective
critical thinking. Opposing Debates A major aspect of critical thinking is considering opposing viewpoints,
and this activity will require your students to do so. Students are in groups of students in each. Journal Data
Goals Students become their own progress monitors. Then ask your students to write a list of all the words
they can think of that use only letters in that word. By answering this question, your students are forced to
make definitive choices and examine the qualities that support their decisions. Write a word or phrase on the
board. Activities for developing these skills can be performed in any classroom or at home, and they often
encourage students to question aspects of their own personalities and the opposing perspectives of others. For
example, if the word is "tomatoes," their words could include "too," "toes" and "same. We hope that some of
these activities will help you in brainstorming ideas to use in your classrooms. Assign each student to write a
two-minute speech that argues for the opponent's side of the debate. The other students in the room collaborate
to find the best clues for the vocabulary word. Place butcher paper around the room with different question
stems, problems or activities. By answering this question, your students identify some of their own personal
characteristics and investigate the nature of those characteristics. Tell them not to worry about being literal;
their answers can be creative and figurative. Ask your students if they are a rock or a feather. Have each pair
read their speeches, and then ask them if they have a better understanding of why their debates are so difficult
to resolve.


